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CLAIMS 


1 \ A method of providing a query, the method comprising the steps of: 
selecting at least one visual representation of a search object; 
Jropping the at least one visual representation of the search object 
onto at least one visual representation corresponding to a domain object; and 
in response to the dropping step, providing a query. 

2. \ The metnod of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

jn response^ 0 the provided query, searching at least one collection of 
information; and 

in response to the search of the at least one collection of information, 
providing ^Heast one visaal representation of a result set object. 

3. The method of claim 2\herein the visual representation of the result set 
object indicates whether at leasrone match was found as a result of the search. 


4. The method of claim 1 , wherern the visual representation of the search 
object comprises a visual representation of an item sought. 

5. The method of claims^ , wherein the visual representation of the domain 
object comprises a visual representation of a\action to indicate a context for a 
search. 


6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising tn^ step of formulating a text 
search query. \ 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the ste\of sending the text 
search query to at least one search engine. 
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8. This method of clainr^6, fuilher comprising the step of sending the text 
search queW to at least one pre-collected database repository. 


-A 
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9v A systef^i comprising: 
Y a graphical user interface; 
\ a graphical user interface manager communicatively coupled to the 
graphical user interface; 
5 a query formulator, communicatively coupled to the graphical user 

interface mknager, 'and responsive to a selected at least one visual 
representatiortof a search object being dropped onto at least one selected visual 
representation of a domain object to provide a query; 

a query initiator, communicatively coupled to the query formulator to 
10 initiate a query request in response to the provided query; 

a lookup system/.communicatively coupled to the query initiator, for 
providing a search resume response to receiving the query request; and 

a result set managek communicatively coupled to the graphical user 
interface manager, to the quWy initiator, and to the lookup system, for providing 
15 a visual representation of a result set object to indi9ate the search result. 

10. The system of claim 9^ wfierein'the graphical user interface manager is 
structured to receive at least one us^f initiated command. 

20 11. The system of claim^9, wherein'tnfe lookup system provides access to at 
least one object repository. ^/ ^ /< \^ 

12. The system of claim 9, wherein the seaKph result provided from the lookup 
system comprises an object identifier for retrieviKg an object. 

25 T \ 

13. The system of claim 9, wherein the^graphical user interface manager 
comprises an event stacker structured to maintain a qcjery stack. 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the event stacker is ftnlher structured to 
30 associate items in the query stack with pending query requests. 
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1& The system of claim 9, wherein the query formulator is structured to 
provide a text search query. 

16. TW system of claim 9, wherein the query Initiator is structured to initiate a 
query requtest comprising an object search request. 

17. The system of clairn 9, wherein the result set manager is structured to 
correlate an at legist one search result to an at least one query request. 

10 18. The system of clMm 9, furfher comprising an object mapper communicatively 
coupled to the graphical user interface manager, the query formulator, and the 
result set manager. 

,19. The system of claim \8, wherein the object mapper is further structured to 
15 map a selected object to a corresponding object identifier and a string 
1 representation. 

:•/• ' 
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2oNv A computer riadable medium including computer instructions for driving a 
graphical user interface, the computer instructions comprising instructions for: 

selecting at leas\ one visual representation of a search object; 

dropping the at least one visual representation of the search object 
5 onto at least ohe visual representation corresponding to a domain object; and 

in respons^to the dropping step, providing a query. 

21 . The computer readable medium of claim 20, wherein the computer 

instructions further comprW the instructions for: 
10 in response to the provided query, searching at least one collection of 

information; and \ 

in response to the search o^the at least one collection of information, 
providing at least one visual representation of a result set object. 
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2Y An apparatus comprising: 
\ a graphical user interface; 
\a visual search query application; 
ata interface communicatively coupled to the visual search query 
applicatiorvand \ 

a seateh base interface communicatively coupled with the visual search 
query application and the application programming interface for: 

selecting at least one visual representation of a search object in the 
graphical uW interface; 

dropping the at least one visual representation of the search object 
onto at least one visual representation of a domain object; and 

in responsfeto dropping the at least one visual representation of the 
search object onto\t least o|ie visual representation of a domain object, 
providing a query request to the search base interface. 

23. The apparatus of claim 2k whWein the interface communicatively coupled 
to the visual search query application fjurther comprises an application 
programming interface. 

24. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the search base interface sends the 
query request to a database repository. 


30 



25. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein 
collected. 


26. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein thi 
query request to at least one search engine. 


data base repository is pre- 


base interface sends the 


27. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the 
structured to search the world wide web. 


search engine is 


Docket No. ARC920000146US1 - 22 - 


